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& thrusting — everything happy, and progressive,
‘Tj‘i and occupied. And instead of having an uneasy
i‘ conscience pricking him and whispering
\& “Whitewash ! ” he somehow could only feel how
i%"j% jolly it was to be the only idle dog among all these s
,s‘b busy citizens. After all, the best part of a holiday is
g perhaps not so much to be resting yourself, as to
| \ﬁ‘-& see all the other fellows busy working.
gf‘ He thought his happiness was complete when,
%? as he meandered aimlessly along, suddenly he 1
4‘7\"% stood by the edge of a full-fed river. Never in his
% life had he seen a river before — this sleek,
‘,@4 sinuous, full-bodied animal, chasing and chuckling,
& gripping things with a gurgle and leaving them
’ with a laugh, to {ling itsel{ on {resh playmates that s
g%? shook themselves free, and were caught and held
&%\m&% again. All was a-shake and a—shlve.r — glints and
3k gleams and sparkles, rustle and swirl, chatter and
(‘\’” bubble. 'lThe Mole was bewitched, entranced,
'g fascinated. By the side of the river he trotted as 2
%i one trots, when very small, by the side of a man,
ﬁv‘ who holds one spellp~—-"t—mrrieti i
% when tired at last, BEER(E. 2T 5 R—HIE, TDS5
<A river still chatters BEUTOWERLE@HEG L ~2—3TT, 3
i : FI FERZFTH. MEORNZEATHS
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from the heart of 1

the insatiable sea.

As he sat on the grass and looked across the

river, a dark hole in the bank opposite, just above




the water’s edge, caught his eye, and dreamily he
fell to considering what a nice snug dwelling-place
it would make for an animal with a few wants and
{ond of a bijou riverside residence, above {lood-level
and remote from noise and dust. As he gazed,
something bright and small seemed to twinkle
down in the heart of it, vanished, then twinkled
once more like a tiny star. But it could hardly be a
star in such an unlikely situation; and it was too
glictering and small for a glow-worm. 'Llhen, as he
looked, it winked at him, and so declared itself to
be an eye; and a small face began gradually to grow
up round it, like a frame round a picture.

A brown little face, with whiskers.

A grave round face, with the same twinkle in
its eye that had first atcracted his notice.

Small neat ears and thick silky hair.

It was the Water Rat!

'lhen the two animals stood and regarded each
other cautiously.

“Hullo, Mole! ”said the Water Rat.

“Hullo, Rat!” said the Mole.

“Would you like to come over?” inquired the
Rat presently.

“Oh, it’s all very well to talk,” said the Mole,
rather pettishly, he being new to a river and
riverside life and its ways.

The Rat said nothing, but stooped and unfastened

a rope and hauled on it; then lightly stepped into
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